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FIVE FACTSABOUT FAITHLESS:PEQORLE

By Neall Pallard
The percentage of Americans who identify as atheists doubled from 2007 to 2014 (Michael
Lipka, Pew Research Center). But that hardly tells the whole story. Our culture is drownir’} in a
political correctness that stigmatizes Christian Values and that makes nearly any public gtand @
statement regarding what Scripture says about such things as homosexuality, objective tryith, the
sanctity of life, and creation a point of fierce contention and object of greatest scorn. A fnoral
erosion and slippery slope has been in motion for several generations that has brought us|to our
current position. The Bible foresaw such decline as comes when a people turn their backs qn God
(cf. Prov. 14:34). In discussing the universal problem of sin, Paul points out five facts about ajfaithle
people (Rom. 1:132):
Faithl essness Il gnites Godds fury (18) . Wr &
graciousness. In fact, we appreciate grace so much because God gives it when we deserve F
wrath. Paul says the object of His wrath is all ungodliness and unrighteousness. The unrighteot
behavior Paul specifies is OoOmen who suppfes
truth and they dondét want the truth to be|l to
who practice ungodliness and heartily approve of those who do the same (32). It is clear thaf those
who remain faithless are O0sinners in the han
Faithlessness ignores the facts-@0). Paul says that faithlessness is not due to an abse¥e of

facts, but a willful ignorance of them. He says that even the faithless can see God as they loo
inside themselves and outside themselves at the creation. It takes a deliberate effort to arrije at ¢
position of unbelief. So much has to be continuously ignored.

Faithlessness includes futility (21). Faji t h
speculation. The faithless spend their lives running from the facts in favor of a worldview thatjmakes
no sense, gives no purpose, and instills no hope. Faithlessness involves fallg {22 | t0s
empty, Itds foolish. Paul 6s words here are ¢
f ool has said in his heart, 060There is no |Goc
most fundamentally foolish decision of all. They exchange faith in an infallible God for faith i fallibl
man.

Faithlessness instigates a fall-823. Paul pictures how a person arrives at wholesale immorglity.
One must first turn from God and run the other way. Then, God lets them go to find out wha{ lies
at the end of that broad way. He gives them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity (24), He
gives them over to degrading passions (26), and He gives them over to a depraved mind (28). Th
lusts led to the wrong object of worship and submission. The passions led to unnatural desirgs. The
depraved minds led to every imaginable behavior, a long list of actions that have in common|the fac
that they lead to spiritual death. It encompasses both the perpetrators and those who validat¢ them
and tell them itds OK to do them.

Why does Paul mention these faithless ones? It is proof of divine inspiration, because altho
was written 2000 years ago it perfectly describes the current culture. But, there is a

from this. The solution is faith. Faith saves (1:16) and it
life (1:17). The world is being swallowed by spiri
dar kness, but Godds | ight
the light. We must share it. When we do, we help peo 1
have the most important possible commodity: faith!
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TRADITION

By DwighttFuqua
Wh a t do you think about otraditiono? | s
raditiondé? The answer to these question

|l 1l ow that which has been ohanded downo?
All traditions are not wrong. We all have family traditions, for example, that are prec

] “Now | praise you, brethren, that you remember me in all things and keep the traditions just as |
1 “Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by

] “But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord |esus Christ, that you withdraw from
every brother who wal ks disorderly and no

law of God. Consider Matthew 15:

] In verse 2 the scribes and Pharisees asked lesus, “Why do Your disciples transgress the
traditions of the el ders?56

] In verse 3 the Master responded to their question with a question: “Why do you also transgress

[ In verses 8 and 9 He quoted the prophet Isaiah: “These people draw near to me with their
mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship
teaching as doctrines the commandments of

of God. As a matter of fact, they thought
word of God. Foll owing otraditiond instea
what they did ovain. o6 The Master <clearly
to go to heaven (Matthew 7:21).

We need to be careful k

oTraditionsd6 that are inc

of God, we can take or leave. We should not and can

that are of divine origin, those things commanded us in w
word of God, must be adhered to without exception.

ot
Testament word for otraditiond (paradosis) ||
fo

bind them upon others. Tmu" t v
supersede the wil/ of God ‘ e d.

Ex
ous.

Religious traditions, traditions that do not violate the will of God, can be helpful. Most

congregations have a otraditional wayo of|] st
another song, the sermon, etc.). Traditiofns
things be done decently and in orderdé (1 ]|Cor
that the oOviolationo of such traditions 1iJs n
are not Godds | aws. Such traditions can b ¢
having or changing otraditionsd as | ong |as
selfrighteously bound upon others.

Before one brands all otraditionsoé as wrpng
a thing as odivine traditions. 6 o0Divine ra

through inspiration, must be observed. They are not optional. Consider these pagsages:
delivered them to youd6 (1 Corinthians 11:f).

word or our epistledéd (1 Thessalonians 2:1p) .

t a

Thessalonians 3:6). The problem comes when human traditions violate and are placed aljove the

the commandments of God because of your tfad]

The problem was that the scribes and Phafi s



