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Your Church Seems to Really Care.What is That?
Allen Webster

Let me live in my house by the side of the road And be a friend to man. —Sam Walter Foss

Why do you care? is an intriguing question. It is asked as church elders bring a check to a family
whose house has burned or whose medical bills have piled up. It is asked by widows when the
youth group shows up on a Saturday to rake leaves and wash windows. It is asked as retired
Christians go from room to room in nursing homes, sharing time and hope. It is asked by orphans
as church members arrive with holiday gifts and supplies.

It is asked by cancer patients as a preacher makes his hospital rounds bringing cheer, snacks, and
prayers. It is asked by addicts as Christian counselors volunteer time to help them return to
families, jobs, and life. It is asked by prisoners as teachers come week by week in jail ministry. It is
asked by a family grieving the loss of a child as tears flow from eye to eye down the line of
supporters that snakes out of the door of the funeral home.

It is asked by students when youth ministers take time to go to their games. It is asked by
children around the world as summer missionaries arrive with food, supplies, and gospel material.

Why do Christians care for those they have never met! Why is their love palpable for each
other, and strong enough to overcome racial, generational, political, economic, educational, and
ethnic differences? What possible reason could Christians have to do good things for their ene-
mies and say nice things about their adversaries?

David once cried in despair, “No man cared for my soul” (Psalm [42:4). Christians care. But
why? The answer lies not in who they are but in whose they are. God is love, and His children
imitate their Father (| John 4:8, I 1). God isn’t just someone we worship. He is someone we know.
We have a relationship with Him and love Him as we love a family member or friend. God is our
Mentor. We look up to Him as what we aspire to be. We seek to imitate His character and
behavior—especially His love (I Thessalonians 4:9-10). John reveals much of God’s nature:

“God is a Spirit” (John 4:24); Christians are spiritual and not carnal.
e “God is light” (I John 1:5); Christians enlighten and brighten.
“God is love” (I John 4:8); Christians care.'

John makes three points about God’s love in | John 4:

What God Is: “God is love” (I John 4:7-8).> How does God love? He loves before He is loved (I
John 4:9—10). God loves even if not loved in return (Romans 5:8—10). God loves the unworthy
(Ephesians 2:4-5). His love is indiscriminating. Unless Christians show this love, their religion is
unauthenticated (I Corinthians 13:1-8). Love shows that Christians have passed from death to life
(I John 3:14). Love shows that we are born of God (I John 4:7-8). Love is God’s fingerprint on
our lives.

What God Did: “He sent His Son” (I John 4:9—11; cf. 3:16—18). Love must act. It demonstrates. It
gives. Imitating God, Christian love must find an outlet.

What God Is Doing: “God abides in us” (I John 4:12—16). Abide is a key word for John. He shows
the culmination of centuries of God’s love finding new ways to get closer to us. In Genesis, God
“walked” with men and men walked with God (3:8; 5:22, 24; 6:9). Later, God dwelt in the
tabernacle in the midst of the Jews’ camp (Exodus 40:34). After that, His presence filled the temple
(I Kings 8:10-11). Men became used to living with God ever near them. In the New Testament
church, God moved closer. He now dwells in Christians’ hearts (I Corinthians 6:19-20; Ephesians
2:20-22). In a spiritual sense, He is a constant companion.

How can others tell if God is present in Christians? By our love. Love shows that He dwells in
us (I John 4:12), and we dwell in Him (1| John 4:16). It is possible to love without being God’s >>>




June 4, 2017 Page 3

child, but it is impossible to be a true child of God without loving.

Jesus loves everybody, and Christians follow His lead (Philippians 2:3-4). Jesus commanded
“that ye love one another; as | have loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” (John 13:34-35; cf. 15:12). This “new command”
took love to a higher level. No longer do believers love others as themselves, as in the Old Testament
(Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 5:43). Now Christians love as Christ loved (Ephesians 5:1-2, 25), which is the
full measure of love (John 15:13; 2 Corinthians 8:9).

In today’s sexually permissive society, it often feels as if Christians must choose between either being
too soft on sin or too hard on sinners. God hates sin (Proverbs 6:16—19; Psalm 119:104), and He
commands Christians to hate evil (Psalm 97:10; Romans 12:9). Yet God loves sinners and commands
Christians to do so.

As in all things, Jesus set the perfect example. He hated sin yet loved sinners. For instance, He once
dealt with a woman His enemies brought to Him and accused of adultery (John 8:1-11).

“Should we stone her?” they asked. (Moses’ Law stipulated death for adultery [Deuteronomy 22:22].)
Jesus had the odd reputation of being both a holy prophet and a friend of harlots (Luke 7:37-50), so they
thought they had Him in a trap. If He said “No,” then He showed disrespect for Moses’ law as no
prophet would do. If He said, “Yes,” then He was not the friend of sinners. These Pharisees were not
truly interested in righteousness. If so, why bring only her? Both the man and woman were equally guilty.
They wanted to find a way to accuse Jesus (John 8:6).

How would Jesus handle it? He could take the path of rigid holiness and have her killed. He could take
the path of indulgent love and lend support to immorality. Instead He chose the third path that they had
not considered: the path of amazing grace.

He “stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not.” They
finally demanded an answer, so He stood and said, “He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a
stone at her” (8:6-8). He then stooped again. One by one, they dropped their rocks and left, until she
was the only one left.

How did Jesus handle sin and sinners? He reached out to her. With His enemies gone and the crisis
averted, Jesus could have gone back to His sermon and let the embarrassed woman simply melt into the
crowd. He chose instead to help her prepare for heaven, saying, “Woman, where are those thine
accusers? hath no man condemned thee?” (8:10-11).

He assured her of forgiveness. “Neither do | condemn thee” (8:11). How sweet those words must have
sounded to her. Since all her accusers were gone, and the law required at least two witnesses
(Deuteronomy 17:6), there was no longer a case.

He challenged her to live a new life. “Go, and sin no more” (John 8:11). This implied a choice—she could
go back to her lover or make Jesus her Lord. He wanted her to change. Jesus never pardons sinners to
leave them as He found them. He requires each to deny self, take up his cross, and follow Him (Luke
9:23).

The Spirit dwells in Christians, and the fruit of the Spirit is love (Galatians 5:22-23). God
promised the Spirit to those who believe (John 7:39). He works in the lives of Christians through the
Word (Ephesians 6:17) to mold Christians’ character into Christ’s image (2 Corinthians 3:18). How can
one tell if the Spirit is having success in building character? If the Spirit’s influence is present there will be
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temperance (Galatians 5:22-23).

To reduce expenses, a large drama class purchased only a few scripts and cut them up into the
separate parts. At rehearsal, nothing went right. The director finally said: “Sit down, relax, and listen. I'll
read the whole play to you.” When he finished, one actor said: “So, that’s what it’s all about!”’
Understanding the big picture helps in seeing an individual’s role. Why do Christians care? That’s what

it’s all about.

" http://biblehub.com/commentaries/| _john/I-5.htm.

2 The italicized points are adapted from Warren W. Weirsbe, Weirsbe Bible Commentary: New Testament (I John 4).

* Adapted from Weirsbe (e-sword version). (http://housetohouse.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/v20n4.pdf)




