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OH I WANT TO SEE HIM!

Join us each Wednesday from 6:00-7:00 p.m. July-September

Deacons:
Jim Bell
Charles Evans
Kyle Fairman
Dale Hennessee
Mike Isaacson
Doug Loveday
Don Napier
Tom Parham
Mark Roberts
Jason Wyatt
Jerry Wood

JULY
July 4: “Oh I Want to See the One Who Created Me”
Wayne Lankford, Murfreesboro, TN
July 11: “Oh I Want to See the One Who Provides for Me”
Steve Higginbotham, Knoxville, TN
July 18: “Oh I Want to See the One Who Comforts Me”
Glenn Randolph, Fairfield Glade, TN.
July 25: “Oh I Want to See the One Who Teaches Me”
Jason Gann, McMinnville, TN

Ministers:
Alan Judd
Ken Mears
Missionaries: (India)
Don Iverson
Jim Waldron
Service Times
Sunday Bible Study
AM
Sunday Worship
Wednesday

9
10 AM
6 PM
6 PM

OTHER ACTIVITIES:
Ladies Bible Class
Tuesdays
11AM
Prayer Meeting
Tuesdays
10 AM
Joyful Generation
(Youth Devotional & fellowship)
1st Sunday
7:00 PM

AUGUST
August 1: “Oh I Want to See the One Who Came For Me”
Justin Morton, Knoxville, TN
August 8: “Oh I Want to See the One Who Lived For Me”
Alan Judd, Crossville, TN
August 15: “Oh I Want to See the One Who Died For Me”
Clarence DeLoach, Cookeville, TN
August 22: “Oh I Want To See the One Who Rose For Me”
David Lipe, Cookeville, TN
August 29: “Oh I Want to See the One Who Mediates for Me”
Dale Barger, Wheeler Hill, TN
SEPTEMBER
September 5: “Oh I Want to See the One Who Forgives Me”
Ben Bailey, McMinnville, TN
September 12: “Oh I Want to See the One Who Encourages Me”
Jeff Archey, Cleveland, TN
September 19: “Oh I Want to See the One Who Loves Me”
Derrick Coble, Sparta, TN
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TAKE TIME TO BE HOLY
ALAN JUDD

We live in an instant age. I have not yet reached my fourth decade of life, but I remember a time
when it was necessary to wait until the evening newscast to receive information about the significant
events that transpired in the world while I was at school and my parents at work. Newspapers were
read to inform about other happenings that one would not have access to otherwise without the
printed page. To say things have radically changed is an understatement. With the advent of the information superhighway (an archaic term used when the internet was in its infancy) and 24-hour
news channels, we are bombarded with information from every corner of the globe within minutes
of it occurring. We communicate rapidly with each other with text messages, tweets, snapchats, Facebook messages, and email. No one wants to take the trouble or time to call, and actually writing
or typing out a letter and mailing it is a practice that has gone the way of the Dodo bird.
This “instantness” is not just reserved for communication but has infiltrated almost every facet of
our lives. TV dinners can be popped in the microwave and zapped to cooked perfection in a matter
of minutes. Of course, there are even worse examples of this in the culinary world. Instant coffee
and instant mashed potatoes are both abominations that the human palette should never be forced
to endure. You may enjoy these foods, but I have a strong displeasure toward them and much prefer
the genuine items, even if they take more time and effort to prepare.
“I want it and I want it now!” is the attitude of today. Get rich quick schemes, lose weight with
just 90 seconds of exercise a day, or use this supplement and rejuvenate your skin overnight are
more examples of how we want things instantly without waiting or putting forth any strenuous effort. Chances are that many who clicked to read this article have already stopped reading because it
would take too much time to read and too much effort to think and consider these words in their
estimation.
Sadly, some Christians think that growing spiritually will be a quick and easy process. I have noticed an increase in devotional books, blog posts, and articles suggesting that just by spending a few
minutes, faith will grow and character will be refined. Don’t get me wrong. Anytime we spend reading the Bible, praying to our Heavenly Father, or trying to serve Christ is time well spent if we are
doing it with the right motivation and according to His Word. However, I am troubled by the idea
that some might think they can get “instant holiness” by these short and sporadic efforts.
In 1882 William Longstaff penned these marvelous words:
Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord; Abide in Him always, and feed on His Word. Make friends of
God’s children, help those who are weak, Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek.
Take time to be holy, the world rushes on; Spend much time in secret, with Jesus alone. By looking to Jesus,
like Him thou shalt be; Thy friends in thy conduct His likeness shall see.
Take time to be holy, let Him be thy Guide; And run not before Him, whatever betide. In joy or in sorrow, still
follow the Lord, And, looking to Jesus, still trust in His Word.
Take time to be holy, be calm in thy soul, Each thought and each motive beneath His control. Thus led by His
Spirit to fountains of love, Thou soon shalt be fitted for service above.
We cannot make time, but we can and must take time to be holy. Holy means set apart, and we
should set apart time to grow as God directs. I am not going to try to legislate and say you must do
this as soon as you rise in the morning or right before you retire to sleep each night. My schedule is
always unpredictable and sometimes I spend time with God in prayer and study in the morning, but
sometimes that has to be postponed until the evening. Sometimes, I can do it in the middle of the
day. So, use whatever opportunity you are given and use it to read God’s Word, to pray fervently, to
meditate deeply on His truth, or to follow the example of Jesus in serving others. Isn’t that what
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(cont.) Ephesians 5:16 meant when Paul instructs: “redeeming or making the best use of the time”
I know one Christian who reads his Bible during his lunch and break times at work. The mornings
are hectic as he tries to get to work and, in the evening, he is tired and has farm duties that need his
attention, but he makes time to read Scripture during the day and this blesses him immensely. He
supplements these times with further study on days off and weekends, because he is interested in
maturing spiritually and understands it will not happen instantly. A few minutes of reading in the
morning or a quick prayer at night before sleep beats nothing, but please do not think that these will
enable you to become all that God desires. Life is busy and crazy for all of us and the demands of living in the 21st century will always mean that certain things will not be accomplished daily, but we
should not allow spiritual matters to always be what we neglect in favor of doing things that will not
matter eternally.
Take time to be holy! If you are not sure where or how to start, ask a mature Christian what
schedule they follow and what they might suggest. Petition God in prayer to help you, and fall in love
with reading and meditating on His Word. Time spent with God is time that is never wasted.
*Article originally appeared on www.ofabondservant.com on March 23, 2018*

JEREMIAH 1:5– JEREMIAH’S CALL
WAYNE JACKSON

Jeremiah, known as the “weeping prophet” (cf. Jeremiah 9:1), was one of God’s greatest spokesmen in the 7th century B.C. The main mission of this man of God was an attempt to turn rebellious
Judah, the southern kingdom, from her course of apostasy and destruction. That failing, he would
urge his people to submit to their deserved punishment, the Babylonian captivity. His message was
considered unpatriotic, and he was viciously persecuted.
His call to the prophetic office is recorded at the beginning of the book that bears his name. The
Lord declared: “Before I formed you in the belly I knew you, and before you came forth out of the
womb I sanctified you; I have appointed you a prophet unto the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5). There are
several important truths within this passage that are worthy of notation.
First, the Lord claims that He formed the prophet’s body within his mother’s womb. Modern science has only begun to explore the mysteries of gestational development. One thing, however, is certain. There are laws by which the process is structured. There is much “design” characteristic of the intricate procedure, and such can only be explained on the basis of an Intelligent Planner. I have dealt
with this matter in great detail in my book, (“Courier Publications", "The Human Body –
Accident or Design?”) (Chapter 6), and the reader is encouraged to read this material and be
awed by the wonders of this divinely programmed system.
Second, this text is a fascinating commentary upon the foreknowledge of the Omniscient God. He is
able to view the future, even to the extent of knowing a man’s character, and foretelling events that
would transpire in that person’s life. However, simply because the Lord “knows” the future does not
suggest that He robs man of his personal freedom of choice. The Scriptures show that each individual
is personally responsible for his own choices (see 2 Cor. 5:10).
Third, this verse reveals that while Jeremiah was developing within the womb, God viewed him as
a person. The personal pronouns can hardly be interpreted in any other light. “Before you came forth
from the womb, I sanctified you.” The notion that the “fetus” is but a growing blob of tissue, and
therefore may be disposed of at the convenience of some woman’s “choice” is absolutely void of
merit and is a reflection of the barbarism that has become so common in this age of carnality.
Note these three features of Jeremiah 1:5 and make appropriate marginal references that will subsequently remind you of these important points.
Jackson, Wayne. "Jeremiah 1:5 - Jeremiah's Call." ChristianCourier.com. Access date: July 10, 2018. https://
www.christiancourier.com/articles/888-jeremiah-1-5-jeremiahs-call

